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AbstractThe chemical reduction method (CRM) can produce high purity nanoparticles, it is a down-top chemical method based on theprinciple of salt reduction, this method is used in this work to synthesis copper nanoparticals (CuPNs) by use different concentrationsof copper nitrate. The properties of the prepared nanoparticles were studied by fourier transform infrared (FTIR) and ultraviolet-visible(UV-Vis) spectroscopy were used to measure the absorbance spectra of the produced particles. According to the scanning electronmicroscope (SEM), the particles’ diameters range from (61.64 to 49.25) nm. According to X-ray diffraction, the particles exhibit a facemonoclinic crystal structure (FCC). According to the transmission electron microscope findings, the particles are asymmetricallyspherical in shape.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Due to their high surface-to-volume ratio, nanoparticles (NPs)
exhibit favorable and uncommon physical and chemical char-
acteristics, as well as favorable biological activities (Majumdar
et al., 2019; Huang et al., 2017; He et al., 2019). Copper is a
heavy metal Johnson et al. (2011) and metal oxides affect the
environment in both beneficial and harmful ways (Hawthorne
et al., 2012; Johnson et al., 2011; Zhou et al., 2006). In the
sphere of technological applications, copper nanoparticles are
used as catalysts, magnetic storage devices, batteries, solar cells,
and gaseous excited (Xu et al., 2009; Zhi Ang et al., 2009; Wu
et al., 2010; Nakamura et al., 2019).

There are several physical methods that can be used to
create copper nanoparticles, including pulsed laser ablation in
liquid Vinod and Gopchandran (2014) and chemical meth-
ods such as reduction (Seo et al., 2018; Jardón-Maximino
et al., 2021) and chemical degradation (Brycki et al., 2020) .
Chemical reduction is a cheap and easy method that allows the
formation of nanoparticles and can reduce their size (Harada
et al., 2020; Karthik and Singh, 2015) such as sodium borohy-
dride or hydrazine, to create smaller nanoparticles or to reduce
reduction time (Zahoor et al., 2021) . Both silver and gold are
utilized to create nanoparticles from noble metals (Benassai
et al., 2021; Nagar and Devra, 2018) and because it is less

expensive and has particles with a diameter of around 25 nm,
copper is utilized in place of these materials Duan et al., 2015;
Khalid et al., 2016).

In this study, copper nanoparticles were synthesized by the
chemical precipitation method, and their structural properties
and concentration were known first, the CuO nanoparticles
were prepared by the chemical reduction method and different
from studies (Alzahrani, 2018; Jayaramudu et al., 2019) sec-
ond, and all of the products are in the film form. All films are
prepared by the drop-casting method. The characterization
of this film with (UV-Vis), (AAS), (FTIR), (SEM), (XRD) and
(TEM).

2. EXPERIMENTAL SECTION

2.1 Material
Cu(NO3) 2.3H2O and Deionized water were the materials em-
ployed in this study. Sodium Borohydride (NaBH4), and pure
ethanol (CH2CH3OH). Table (1) displays the characteristics
of the materials employed in this study.

At room temperature and in the dark, aqueous copper ni-
trate was dissolved in a solution of deionized water and absolute
ethanol in a 1:1 ratio using different molar concentrations (0.24,
1.2, and 2.4) mM of each substance. The solution was then
put on the magnetic mixer. Since the preparation process took
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Table 1. Materials Used in The Study

Raw Chemical Molecular Physical Manufacturer
Material Formula Weight Characteristics

Copper Nitrate Cu(NO3) 2.3H2O 241.6 Blue Himdia
Sodium Borohydride NaBH4 37.83 White Avonchem

Ethanol Absolute CH2CH3OH 46.07 Colorless Hayman Group Ltd. – UK

Table 2. Values of Concentration Copper Nanoparticles

M (mM) Cu Ppm

0.24 131.6024
1.2 161.0227
2.4 294.5873

Figure 1. Copper Nanoparticle Solution

three hours and the amount added was roughly (200 µL), a
solution of the reducing agent with a concentration of (26.2
µM) was gradually added to the solution while it was being con-
tinuously stirred. This was done until the color of the solution
changed from light blue to light gray-green, the color change
indicates the formation of nanoparticles (Rashid et al., 2022) .
The solution record is depicted in the following Figure (1).

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

3.1 UV-Visible Spectroscopy of Copper Nanoparticles (UV-
VIS)

The produced solution with various molar concentrations was
examined by ultraviolet-visible absorption, which is an efficient
approach to determining the shape and size of nanoparticles.
Figure (2) demonstrates how the concentration of the produced
nanoparticles increased together with the molar concentration
of the CuNPs solution, changing the hue of the solution The
figure above depicts the variation in the CuNPs solution’s ab-
sorption spectra as a function of wavelength and the appearance
of copper nanoparticle surface plasmon resonance (SPR) peaks

Figure 2. Absorption Spectrum of Copper Nanoparticles

at wavelengths (587, 591, and 595) nm agrees with the study
Patil et al. (2018) which correspond to molar concentrations
(0.24, 1.2, and 2.4) mM, respectively. The small average size
of the generated nanoparticles with an increase in the molar
concentrations utilized in the preparation procedure is thought
to be the cause of the emergence of these peaks. The reason for
the appearance of peaks indicates the formation of nanoparti-
cles, and an increase in the absorbance values means an increase
in the production of nanoparticles, the absorbance values are
(0.22, 0.27, and 0.28), resulting in (Gondal et al., 2013) . These
peaks support the presence of NPs in the solution and show
that the surface plasmon resonance (SPR) peak shifted toward
shorter wavelengths (blue shift) as concentration increased.

3.2 Atomic Absorption Spectroscopy (AAS)
An atomic absorption spectrometer was used to analyze the con-
centrations of copper nanoparticles, and the results revealed
that the concentrations of the particles varied. It was deter-
mined that the prepared particle concentration increased with
increasing molar concentrations. Copper nanoparticle concen-
tration results are displayed in Table (2).

3.3 FTIR Results of Copper Nanoparticles
Figure (3) shows a spectrum (FTIR) of copper nanoparticles
after being prepared by the chemical precipitation method and
at different molar concentrations (0.24, 1.2, 2.4)mM. Three
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Figure 3. FTIR of Copper Nanoparticles

Table 3. Structural Properties of Copper Nanoparticles

M Geometric 2𝜃 hkl FWHM dhkl D Card No.
(mM) Crystal System (deg) (deg) (nm) (nm)

0.24 Monoclinic 35.5983 111 0.3628 2.5304 23.16 01-070-6828
1.2 Monoclinic 35.4829 111 0.3965 2.5179 20.9 01-070-6828
2.4 Monoclinic 35.5661 111 0.4437 2.5244 18.75 01-070-6828

absorption peaks of copper were observed. The absorption
peaks at (2837 cm−1) in the atmosphere’s presence of a car-
bon dioxide molecule. Also, an intense and broad peak was
allocated, centered at (3466 cm−1), which is considered an
expansion of the H-OH bond. And the peak at (1639 cm−1)
corresponds to the bond C=C.

A spectrum (FTIR) of copper nanoparticles generated us-
ing the chemical precipitation process and at various molar
concentrations (0.24, 1.2, and 2.4) mM is shown in Figure
(3). There were found to be three copper absorption peaks.
When a carbon dioxide molecule is present in the atmosphere,
the absorption peaks at (2983 cm−1). Additionally, a strong
and wide peak with a center at (3427 cm−1), which is thought
to be an expansion of the H-OH bond, was assigned. The
vibrational pattern of Cu-O in the Cu2O phase is linked to the
peak centering at (877 cm−1) Additionally, the bond C=C is
represented by the peak at (1639 cm−1). And the modest peak
at (2085 cm−1) shows that the bond O=C=O has expanded
(Moniri et al., 2017; Maisterrena Epstein et al., 2007).

3.4 X-ray Diffraction
By using X-ray diffraction, the structural characteristics of the
produced nanoparticles were investigated. One of the most cru-
cial methods for the qualitative and quantitative examination
of crystalline substances is X-ray diffraction. Bragg’s law also
described the diffraction principle for these rays. The average
crystal size was determined using the Shearer equation, and it
was found that the size decreases with increasing molar concen-
trations. It is demonstrated that these particles have a polycrys-
talline structure. Copper nanoparticles have a face-centered
cubic (FCC) structure, according to diffraction data agrees with
the study (?) , and the existence of oxide (CuO) suggests that cop-
per nanoparticles have partially oxidized with dissolved oxygen
in solution. When exposed to air, oxygen from the surrounding
atmosphere quickly develops an oxide coating on the surface
of copper nanoparticles. This suggests that, in the context of
the current work, de-ionized water as a solvent and alcohol
as a catalyst can be used to synthesize copper nanoparticles
in an atmospheric environment, at atmospheric pressure, and
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Table 4. Phases of Copper Nanoparticles

2𝜃 (deg) Geomtric Crystal System Phase Hkl Card No.

28.6141 Tetragonal Cu4O3 112 01-071-6397
32.5228 Monoclinic CuO 110 00-041-0254
35.7431 Monoclinic CuO 111 00-041-0254
36.4813 Cubic Cu2O 111 01-071-3645
38.7842 Monoclinic CuO 111 00-041-0254
42.3195 Cubic Cu2O 200 01-071-3645
43.6390 Cubic Cu 111 00-001-1242
46.3775 Monoclinic CuO 112 01-070-0828
47.6224 Tetragonal Cu4O3 301 01-071-6397
48.7676 Tetragonal Cu4O3 204 01-071-6397
49.8257 Cubic Cu 200 00-001-1242
53.4481 Monoclinic CuO 020 00-041-0254
58.2282 Monoclinic CuO 202 00-041-0254
61.5892 Cubic Cu2O 220 01-071-3645
66.2697 Monoclinic CuO 022 00-041-0254
67.4149 Monoclinic CuO 113 00-041-0254
68.0373 Monoclinic CuO 220 00-041-0254
72.7925 Cubic Cu2O 311 01-071-3645
75.1950 Cubic Cu 220 00-001-1242

Figure 4. X-ray Diffraction of Copper Nanoparticles

ambient temperature. An inert environment is not required
to carry out a chemical reaction. Each variable or parameter
lowers the process’s cost this agrees with (Khalid et al., 2016;
Mallik et al., 2020), Figure (4) and Table (3) shows it and the
e (4) show for the phases of the copper particles that appeared.
All samples contain metal nanoparticles and their oxides, which
resulted in the formation of NPs with a core-shell structure. A
small displacement of some diffraction peaks may be caused
by mechanical stress from various sources, such as impurities,
defects, and voids present in the film, as the prevailing trend is

Table 5. Average Nanoparticle Size Values

M (mM) Average Size (nm)

0.24 61.64
1.2 53.84
2.4 49.25

also influenced by the deposition technique used. The preva-
lent trend for the same material varies from sample to sample
depending on the deposition technique utilized, and the trends
themselves differ. This tendency in crystallization is ascribed
to the Drift’s survival model for the quickest, The fastest nuclei
continue to expand while the growth of other nuclei ceases
since it is anticipated that the nucleation process takes more
from a direction in the early phases of film growth and then
these tendencies begin to compete during their growth. Since
the process took place in the air and thus affected the properties
of the synthetic sample, the increasing molar concentrations
resulted in the formation of efficient scattering centers and may
also work to create sniping levels at the grain boundaries that
work to snip the charge carriers and freeze them in place. We
observe variations in the value of the granular size according
to the value concentrations utilized in the preparation when
examining the XRD diagnostic results for all of the nanoma-
terial generated in this study in general and for some Brag
angles. It caused the remaining fluid at the substrate’s interface
to solidify to rearrange the grains and reduce their sizes, but
this solidification eventually stopped. X-rays are reflected from
different regions of the crystal at different angles as a result of
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Figure 5. FE-SEM of Copper Nanoparticles

the widening of the XRD curve, which may be caused by flaws
in the crystal levels and the tiny size of the crystal, In addition,
the device being used causes additional widening known as
"instrumental broadening" that must be rectified to have the
right crystal size. This widening results from the device’s usage
of subpar optical components like slit width and wavelength
width. Additionally, we observe that for a single sample, the
interlayer distance (d) is not equal at all Bragg angles, they are
not equal at every point in the crystal. This causes each section
of the crystal to reflect X-rays at a different angle from the
other part, which is consistent with the Ahmad (2010) theory
that distinct parts of the crystal reflect light at different angles.

Figure 6. TEM of Copper Nanoparticles When 2.4 mM

3.5 Filed Emission Scanning Electron Microscopy (FE-SEM)
and Transmission Electron Microscopy (TEM) for Nano
particles

The minerals’ surface morphology was viewed using field emis-
sion scanning electron microscopy (FE-SEM). In Figure (5),
FE-SEM pictures of the parameters at the applied concentra-
tions are shown. The particles’ various forms, irregularities,
and unequal particle distribution are demonstrated, Table (4)
shows the results for copper nanoparticles . When observed
under a (TEM) microscope, they have both a regular and irreg-
ular spherical shape and can also be found in clusters. Figure
(6) depicts the image of the particle in (TEM) and the average
size diameter when concentration (2.4 mM), which is equal to
(10.489 nm).

3.6 Units, Abbreviations, and Symbols
(CRM) Chemical Reduction Method, (FTIR) Fourier trans-
form infrared, (UV-Vis) Ultraviolet-Visible, (FE-SEM) Filed
Emission Scanning Electron Microscope, (TEM) Transmis-
sion Electron Microscopy, (FCC) Face Center Cubic, (AAS)
Atomic Absorption Spectroscopy, (mM) Mille Mole, (µL) Mi-
croLiter, (µM) Micro Mole, (nm) Nanometer, (SPR) Surface
Plasmon Resonance and (cm−1) Centimeters−1.

4. CONCLUSION

This work investigated the ability to synthesize CuNPs by the
chemical reduction method The results showed the possibility
of obtaining CuNPs using different concentrations through
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changing the color of the solution and analyzing the absorp-
tion spectrum as a preliminary proof of the nano synthesis of
the material, FTIR analysis was conducted and it was found
that the effective groups present in the prepared samples are
(O-H, C-H, C-O, C=O, and Cu-O-H). As for the structural
analysis that was conducted, they included XRD, SEM, and
TEM The results obtained roved that the chemical reduction
method is an easy and fast method for metal nanosynthesis and
it can be a good alternative to other methods. By adjusting the
concentration, one can control the size and dispersion of the
nanoparticles because the absorption or direct change increases
with an increase in concentration. There appears to be more
than one phase of copper particles when the concentration
count rises because particle size decreases more quickly. In the
future, the effect of anti-caking materials that increase surface
tension, such as sodium dodecyl sulfate (SDS), or the type of
the used solution can be changed instead of using alcohol.
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